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This revised and redesigned second edition of the Visual Geography series reveals the history and

government, economy, people, geography and cultural life of countries around the world. Fully

web-enhanced, these books include detailed sidebars, perfect for writing reports and finding fast

facts.
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Simply put, for a book that states "in Pictures" I expected a lot more pictures than I got. I expected

more pictures of the countryside, cities, flora, and fauna, but received a lot of text instead. The text

is informative, though unnecessarily political in my opinion. You may have opinions about the

current leadership of the nation, but commentary and rhetoric is not what I expect from a book which

describes itself as "Visual Geography". The few pictures in it are of a nice quality, and that's about

all that gets it to 2 stars.

at times I was wondering how biased paragraphs are so well mixed with the facts...

This had some interesting information regarding Kazakhstan, but was aimed at a middle school

level and thus very light weight.

I am blessed to be the great-aunt of two boys adopted from Kazakhstan nearly eight years ago. The

boys are now in 2nd and 3rd grade and our family encourages interest in their country of birth, so I



have purchased this book along with others listed below to have in our "family" library.This book

was expensive, even used, $22 + $4 S/H. Other than the website, which anyone can access for

free: [...] this book is not nearly as good, nor does it have as many pictures as ISBN 0-7614-1193-3

"Kazakhstan" by Cheng, Pang Guek, published 2001, used price + S/H, $5.45.A third book with

nearly identical information is: "Kazakhstan", by Zoran Pavlovic, 2003, ISBN 0-7910-7231-2. All

three books offer almost identical information/pictures. The Cheng book is the best of the three. The

website of [...] can be used to supplement for more current information.Two more books of Kazakh

traditional folktales which will be of much more interest to the kids have been ordered (used), but

not yet received:"Stories of the Steppes" Kazakh folktales, by Mary Lou Masey, 1968, Publisher:

McKay. (try ABE.com if you cannot find it)"Tales Told In Tents" (Hardcover, 2005) ISBN-10 :

1845070666. Neither book has been received yet, but reviews indicate they are both very good.It is

difficult to find quality information on Kazakhstan, but hopefully this will help out others! I hope the

two boys and their little sister enjoy them as much as I have.

The historical information is biased and wrong. Although modern state described accurately. Written

in a primitive language (middle school level). I thought cold war ended, when would American

authors realize that? There is no need to lie anymore you can state the truth about Soviet Union: the

ugly and the beautiful sides of it.

Our family is adopting a baby from kazakstan, and this book was purchased for my 9 year old son,

and for our family to learn about the country. It's a great book, we learned a lot, and my 9 year old

really loved it and brought it to school and shared with his friends. We had never even heard of

Kazakstan, now I feel we are becoming experts. :) This will be a great book to teach our child about

the country he/she came from. Its easy to read and very informative.

Provides nice color pictures and general summary of the areas of interest in Kazakhstan. Great

coffee-table type book -- not too involved with details, just an overview of the country.
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